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TESTS OF A WING-NACELLE-PROPELLER COMBINATION AT SEVERAL PITCH
SETTINGS UP TO 42°

By Ray WinDLER

SUMMARY

A 4-foot model of Navy propeller No. 4412 was tested
i conjunction with an N. A. C. A. cowled nacelle
mounted ahead of a thick wing in the 20-fool propeller-
research tunnel. A range of propeller pitches from 17°
to 42° at 0.76R was corered, and for this propeller the
efficiency reached a mazimum at a pilch setting of 27°;
at higher pitches the efficiencies were slightly lower. The
corrected propulsive effictency 18 shown to be independent
of the angle of attack for the high-speed and the climbing
ranges of flight. A working chart is presenied for the
selection of similar propellers over a wide range of air-
plane speed, engine power, and propeller revolution
speed.

INTRODUCTION

Of the numerous N. A. C. A, reports on the char-
acteristics of metal propellers, probably the most
widely used is reference 1, which provides working
charts for the selection of propellers for use with engines
located in the various shapes of fuselages commonly
used at the time of publication. A sufficient range of
airplane speed, engine power, propeller pitch, and
propeller revolution speed was covered in these tests
to meet and even to exceed the needs at that time.
The recent increase in high speed and the use of more
highly powered and of geared evgines has, however,
necessitated additional propeller tests.

Current research of the N. A. C. A, on wing-nacelle-
propeller arrangements, confined mainly to a propeller
pitch of 17° at 0.75R, has shown that position B of
reference 2, with the nacelle located in line with and
about 30 percent of the chord ahead of the leading
edge of the wing, is one of the desirable combinations
for use with radial engines. Accordingly, this position
was selected for an extension of the program to include
tests of a propeller-pitch range from 17° to 42° at
0.75R. The subject paper presents the results of these
tests in a form suitable for the selection of a propeller
for a wide range of conditions; the results cover the
present needs as well as some future possibilities.

APPARATUS AND METHODS

The tests were conducted in the N. A. C. A. 20-foot
propeller-research tunnel (reference 8). The wing of

5-foot chord and 15-foot span, the nacelle, and the
propeller described in reference 2 were used. The single
sting was replaced by a double one with offsets at the
rear, partly for convenience and partly to secure a
larger negative angle of attack. (See fig. 1.)

The method of testing was similar to that of refer-
ence 2 except that tare runs were omitted because
previous tests had shown that the tare was independent
of lift and therefore not required in the analysis. The
wing was tested for airfoil characteristics from —10°
to 10° angle of attack with and without the nacelle.
Propeller tests were then made with propeller pitches
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FIGURE 1.—Test set-up.

from 17° to 42° at 0.75R for wing angles of attack from
—8° to 5°.

The V/nD range for each pitch was obtained in the
following manner: A revolution speed was set that
would require about the maximum torque of the motor
at the ground point. This revolution speed was held
constant and the air speed gradually increased up to
about 102 miles per hour. In order to obtain the
higher values of V/aD, the air speed was held at 102
miles per hour and the revolution speed decreased.
The following values of propeller speed (within +15
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r. p. m.) were used for the constant revolution-speed
portion of the tests.

Pitchat0.75R.| Propeller speed
Degrees r.p. M.
17 2,800
22 2,300
27 1,950
32 1, 700
a7 1,475
42 1,400
RESULTS

These results are presented in the same graphic and
tabular form as in previous wing-nacelle reports. A
detailed discussion of the accuracy and manner of
presentation may be found in references 2 and 4. The
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FIGURE 2—Alrfoll carves, propeller removed.

nondimensional coefficients and symibols employed are
given and defined as follows:
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o=\ pim o
where
g, dynamic pressure (¥ p V?).
p, mess density of the air.
V, velocity.
S, area of the wing.
T, thrust of propeller operating in front of a
body (tension in crankshaft).
R, resultant forward force.
D, drag at given angle with propeller removed.
Dy, drag with propeller removed at the lift
obtained with the propeller operating
(same dynamic pressure).
AD, change in drag of body due to action of
- propeller.
- m, revolutions per unit time.
D,~ propeller diameter.
P, power.

The airfoil characteristics of the wing alone and for
the wing with nacelle are given in figure 2. No tare
corrections have been made. It should be noted that
measurements have been made for close increments
of angle of attack, especially in the region of minimum
drag.

Although propeller tests were made at 17°, 22°, 27°,
32°, 37°, and 42° pitch at 0.75R at each of —8°, —5°,
—2.5°, 0° 2.5° and 5° angle of attack, only a few
sample test curves are shown. Figures 3 and 4, which
are for the two extremes of pitch tested, show a con-
siderable scattering of the test points, particularly of
the thrust at the high pitch (42°). The power varia-
tions are largely a function of pitch, not angle of attack,
and all power data are reliable, since the torque was’
measured directly and is not a computed value as is
the thrust (thrust=resultant force -+ drag). The
efficiency points, being computed from the thrust and
power, show a dispersion similar to the thrust.

In tests of this fype there is an inherent scattering
of thrust-coefficient points a2t maximum efficiency
and beyond, which increases as either the angle of
attack or propeller pitch is increased. Three reasons
exist for this dispersion. First, scattering occurs
because the thrust, a computed value, is determined.
as the algebraic sum of the two measured quantities
R and D. As zero thrust is approached these quanti-
ties are of the samé order of magnitude but of opposite
sign and consequently & small error in either may be
a large percentage error in the effective thrust. Second,
increasing the angle of attack, in addition to increasing
the drag force, introduces correspondingly larger force
fluctuations that are independent of propeller pitch.
Third, and probably most important, in order to
obtain the higher values of V/nD that correspond to
higher pitches, the revolution speed of the propeller
must be decreased because the tunnel air speed is
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limited. As the thrust coefficient varies directly as | pitch as at the lowest. The curves for the 37° pro-
the thrust and inversely as 7%, the scattering with | peller pitch at 0° angle of attack of the wing are an
propeller pitch will vary roughly as (V/nD)? for the | example of what would result if most of the test points
same value of thrust coefficient and the same value of | were obtained under adverse conditions resulting from
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F1GURE 11.—Working chart, N. A. C. A. nacelle in line with thick wing. Right-hand propeller No. 4412, 4-foot dlameter.
force fluctuations. On this basis the fluctuations of | the three reasons discussed. The thrust is high and

the thrust coefficient would increase with pitch and | the effect on the efficiency is more obvious; this thrust
would be from 4 to 10 times as great at the highest | curve was omitted in obtaining average values.
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METHOD OF ANALYSIS

A full discussion of the difficulties and methods of
comparing wing-nacelle-propeller combinations is given
in references 2 and 4 and need not be repeated here.
The *‘corrected propulsive efficiency” was introduced
in reference 4 and is the basis on which these data are
analyzed.

Figures 5, 6, and 7 are composite curves of corrected
thrust, power, and corrected propulsive efficiency for
oll the pitches tested from —8° to 0° angle of attack
of the wing; the curves for 2.5° and 5° are not included
on account of the scattering of points previously men-
tioned. These data have been corrected similarly to
those of reference 4 except that, instead of computing
the difference in induced drag and jet-boundary cor-
rection, it was read directly from figure 2 and therefore
includes a slight change in profile drag. This method
of correction, considered admissible since previous tests
have shown the tare drag to be independent of the lift,
gives slightly higher values of thrust and efficiency than
the method of reference 4, which assumes no change
in profile drag. The difference in thrust and efficiency
obtained by these two methods is small, especially near
maximum efficiency, and certainly does not exceed the
limits of accuracy of the tests.

The composite curves in figures 5, 6, and 7 mdicate
that, up to 0° angle of attack, the hnnt_ to which the
dutn. are considered to be reliable, the corrected thrust,
power, and corrected propulsive efficiency are inde-
pendent of angle of attack. Average curves were
accordingly drawn from figures 5 and 6, omitting the
thrust for 37° pitch at 0° angle of attack. Figures 8
and 9 show these average values of thrust and power
and figure 10 shows the recomputed corrected pro-
pulsive efficiency, based on the foregoing averages.
Table I lists these values together with the computed
value of the operating coefficient Cs.

Figure 11 presents the data of table I in working-
chart form. Figure 12 is a plot of Oy, against Cs giv-
ing average values for all pitches. Table II lists values
read from figure 12.

DISCUSSION

The airfoil curves for the wing alone and the wing
with nacelle as shown in figure 2 are conventional.
In general, the effective nacelle-drag coefficient at a

constant lift is in good agreement with that of refer-

ence 2. Although the effective nacelle-drag coefficient
varies somewhat with lift, it may be taken as 0.0026
for this combination over the hlgh-speed range of
flight.

Figure 7 indicates a tendency of the corrected pro-
pulsive efficiency to increase with angle of attack.
This same trend is also shown by the data in reference
2 when the corrected propulsive efficiency is computed.
Over the high-speed and climbing range of lift co-
efficients the change in corrected propulsive efficiency
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is small, being almost within the accuracy of the ex-
periments. The corrected propulsive efficiency may
therefore be considered to be independent .of the angle
of attack except in very special cases and may be
taken as the average over the high-speed and the
climbing range.

The working chart given in figure 11 is to be used
in the same manner as those of reference 1. This
chart is, of course, based on certain fixed test condi-
tions and in its application due allowances should be
made for the effects of changes in propeller diameter,
power input, and other variables.

The effect of the propeller on the lift is shown in
figure 12. The curves apply only to these particular
test conditions and must not be considered to have
general application. They have been inserted to give
the change in lift caused by the propeller and also to
show that for & given arrangement the effect of pro-
peller pitch is slight with a fixed-diameter propeller at
constant values of 05. No test points (see figs. 3 and
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4) are given, but the maximum variation of the faired
curves for each pitch is shown. The small effect of
propeller pitch may seem unusual but a few simple
computations at the different pitches, assuming Cj,
velocity, propeller diameter, and angle-of-attack con-
stant, will show that the thrust is about the same for
all pitches and, since the change in lift for any com-
bination is mainly a function of propeller thrust, it is
not unreasonable that the lift variation with propeller
pitch should be small.

These are the first published results of tests made
in the propeller-research tunnel of propellers at pitches
greater than about 27° at 0.75R. It is hoped that
they may be useful in indicating trends for higher
pitches from previous tests for lower pitches as well as be
useful to the designer of modern high-speed airplanes.
The reason for the falling off in efficiency as early as
27° isnot fully explained. Oue possibility is that there
may be increasing interference with the wing as the
pitch of the propeller is increased. Available data
(reference 5) covering the values of propeller pitches
only up to 23° provide evidence that the tendency of
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the wing interference is to increase as the propeller
piteh is increased. The pitch distribution of the pro-
peller used in this investigation is not considered
particularly good for the higher pitches and a series of
full-scale tests with more favorable pitch distribution
is contemplated. It is expected that some improve-
ment in the efficiency in the higher pitch range can be
obtained.
LaneLEY MEMORIAL AERONAUTICAL LLABORATORY,
NaTioNAL ApvisorY COMMITTEE FOR AERONAUTICS,
LaneLey FieLp, Va., November 12, 1935.
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TABLE I.—AVERAGE VALUES

[Corrected for lift]
[Right-hand propeller No. 4412, 4-foot diamater]
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L.70 3.88)| .0342] .0750| .766| 2.85|| .0651|,1434 2.50
L78| e RSO NSO RO M - .0285( . 0677 .737| 3.00]| .0811|.1370 2.61
QO8] NN NN NV NN | HOUSNSOIN MO MO N | IS I N MO | M M M i .0228) . 0591| .e84 3.17|| . . 1310 2,70
0511 IR AR MPNNORN N | FUOUPRN MR AU (OUR | O A NS NN | DO M I Nt .0168] .0500| .621f 3.87{| .0521).1230 2.80
1.90] .|| .0108] .0407| .504| 3.61) .0374] .1168 2,02
I T IO IS AR NN | SR M M N PRI NOSRAUUN SRR (R | ERSUUN SO MR M .0047( . 0308] ,208( 3.00| . .1 3.04
D 1| U NNDUNINN NN NN | NS NSRS NORSU | SN DRI MR (N --|]—- 0012] . 0208 435 . .1 3.17
205 . 3321/ , 0919 3,31
35 11 NN NN AU AU | RPN NOUPURNUS (UPMM NPISUU | AUREANN SN DU MU | NSRRI SRS S ] 0268, 3,46
U35 [POURON RO SO MU | R NRPUN (OO MU | NOON NSO AU N | MO NN SO N | NN I L0211 . 3,63
P31 SN SRR PR SURUOU | NN ROURUORNON DN PRI | NIV AU MORASSOR NUAURN | WS Ut Dt i | DS A M N . 0168| . 3.83
zzs'-‘. .- - -]l -0009] . 4,05
2,30 O PRSP | NOUPRGUUON AUSRNON NSRRI | NOUUNS) MNRIRN SO MY .0041] . 0431 4,32
2.35{ —-||—-0018] . 4,60
TABLE II.—AVERAGE VALUES OF Cr, FOR ALL PITCHES (17° TO 42°)
[Right-hand propeller No. 4412, 4-foot diameter]
Angle of attack, « Angle of attack, «
Cs Cs
- | = | —2p | 0° | 25 | & - | - | 2| | 28 5°
0.6 | ousd | 0.194 | 0.831 | 0.474 | 0.628 | 0.789 20 | 0009 | 0.137 | 0.258 | 0.38 | 0.501 | o0.631
.8 .039 77 208 . .579 .728 2.2 .000 138 .258 .379 . 500 .630
L0 028 .163 289 413 547 .638 2.4 000 .135 .258 .379 .500 . 630
L2 019 153 .78 297 527 . 663 2.6 .009 134 .258 .378 . 500 . 630
14 .013 147 .260 .388 L8513 649 2.8 .009 .133 . 258 .378 . 500 .620
1.6 .01l 140 262 .381 507 .640 3.0 .009 133 .258 .378 . 800 620
1.8 . 138 .259 .380 503 L6344




